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Leaving the monastery, we descended the hill
on the north side, passing several inconsiderable
grottoes in the way, all small and rude; as well
as the ruins of a convent partly excavated in the
hills, with a cistern of good water near. Below*
on the north-east side we came to a sort of
caravansera, built before a fine cave, facing to
the X. N. E. Into this we entered, and found
it to be a well-hewn chamber, cut entirely out
of the rock, and squared with great care; being
twenty paces long, twelve broad, and from
fifteen to eighteen feet high. It has a cell on
the left, on entering, nearly in the centre of its
eastern side, large, but roughly hewnj and
around the south end, and west side, runs a low
bench of stone, A kind of altar, in a high re-
cess, stands at its further end, immediately op-
posite to the door of entrance, before which
there were, at this moment, a curtain and a lamp.
Beneath were mats and carpets, for the accom-
modation of visitors. It thus forms a*comfortable
halt for travellers, as it affords shelter and shade,
and has a cistern of excellent water, a place for
horses, and a coffee-house adjoining. It is called
the " School of Elias," from a notion that the
prophet taught his disciples there* It was former-
ly in Christian hands, but it is now taken care
of by Mohammedans, who have built all these
convenient establishments about it. On the